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Ha. of his birth, parinpagh, and | at and Aber h: 
N lappened to the ;outh, whilſt he was 80 the. | be 
3 tuition ef: a ſe Selmer. ro 
e * 5 th 
4 N the yearof out bleſſed Loid 3 Nevi- fo 
3 ; F ſon was borh.at'Pontefr2&, 2' town in the Io 
1 elt Riding of Vorl ſhire, famous for its anti- | th, 
. Ju His Pane had a ſufſicient eſtate to | tir 
1 pft g n ;*and when their ſon was fit for a | nu 
1 1981 — ey pig him under a prudent” maſter. He . 
2 _ took bis [ekrainly very faſt till he kttzined to | iv. 
5 the age of 14 years, and then he became as much rot 
* noted for his- little trioks, as che | had Heen before an 
. for his iſhderftanding: - Nobbing orchards, and bas 
. Aeading his ſchoolfellows into greats enormities lad 
3 8 him nto N crimes, Us made bold | {11 
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with 2 ſilver rn belonging to his father, 
V Rich ke ſold to an old Woman who deals in 
apples, pears, &c. fot the val ue of faue mY 1— 
lings, . which, he was to take out in ber ware, 


1. be young: thief having fruit in plenty, his \ 


father asked of whom he hadit? When being. 
told, he then, demanded of the womit how ſte 
got paychent ? who anſwered, Oh! very ho- 
neſtſy, ſor that bis ſon, ung! "Maier Will i e 
having luckily found a Mer ſpoon, itad ſaid i 

to her vpon the condition aforeſaid. The f. Yoon. 
hing produced, pla: nly appeared to be holen; 
ſor which he was not only ſeverely wiipt at 
home, but in ſchool, by & judge ard jury, com 
poſed af the fcholars, in prefeace of the matte:, 
arraipged, convicted, and chnde mned to be 
hanged ; unleſs he confeſſed all thathe hid Gone 
before; a la moch was he attrighte p when the 
rope was put round his neck, & tied io a beam, 
that he exhibited 2 calalogue of what fruits,” 


fowls, and pigs, he had, ſtolen from o:chards,. | 


roofts, and ſlycs; and to whom be diſpoſed. of 


them: How he trick g 3 ond 4 Woman, 57. put- 
2 


ting three welps to her r low, inſtead of the like 
number of pigs; (by! nia privately, n uriſhe?” in. 
a wood, till fit for ſale) which mage the people 


wander att he ſtrange production; bow baviag . 
robbed a garden, and being pai fucd by another | 


ancient tzmale e, Ates with her ſwift footed 
daughter, he gave the nigen fruit to a» innocent 
lad, whom he met, b; * Way of exchange for ſome. 


ll, trthe Which being taken on him, he Was 


hurkied 


* 


a 


Y 
j 
4 


2 


e 


— d 
2 


1 * „ 
— woos * 7: 


Pa 
4x 
pl 
— - 


* 
K — — . ̃⁵— an TG Les 
— — 


r 


— 


— — 2 


—ͤ—ũ—— —6 — 


— wy * 


en 


0-4] 


waned away. to ſchool,where he ewe ſe- 


vere diſcipline, thro' Neviſon's denial of the 


matter. Such tricks as theſe were the ſubſtance 
of the young thief's confeſſion; Who, being a 


little pinch'd with the rope, was releaſed with 
this pennance: That for an hour each ſchool. 
day, during a fortnight, he ſhall ftand in, the 
midſt of the ſcholars with his breeches down, 
and receive three ſmart Jaſhes with a rod, that 


ſo he might never do the like again.“ 
re. II. | 
How young Neviſon was revenged of bis ſchbet- 
maſter, robbed his 3 and took his courſe for 
* 


OW it was, "Re the 3 of what the 


young thief had ſuffered, with the terror 


A what he was yet to zudure, lay ſo heavy upon 


his mind, that made him reſolve to a& what 
appeared more criminal. All that night he was 


forming projects, and when the ſua was juſt 
appearing from Eaſt, the family being in a 


deep ſleep, he got up, ſtole his father's cloſet 
door key out of his pocket, and took as much 
cCaſh as came to about ten pounds. Now thought 


he I'll be revenged on my ſchoolmaſter. Upon 
which taking « Taddle and bridle, he goes where 


the. pedagogue's horſe was grazing, accoutres 


mqunts and ſpurs him on for his journey. It 
Was about two o'clock that the creatuze was 


deemed 
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deemed to be ſtrayed, and dinner time before 


the youth was miſſed by his father. The next 
day Neviſon got to Ware, [being met on the 
road by a Pontefract butcher, who brought the 
news home near which he parted from the tired 
beaſt, fearing a diſcovery, and fo by mocnligit 
travelled on foot to a farmer's houfe Wwhoſe 


fon, being bound next day for London, gave 
him a lift behind him; when ſoon changing his 
name and habit, he got into the ſervice of a very 


rich brewer, whoſe compting- houſe he robbed 
of about 200]. while the drunken clerk Jay ſno- 
ring e with this ſum, aſſuming the air of genti- 
lity, ke made his eſcape into Holland, 
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Of his ſtrange Behaviour there. 


HE troubles in England gave Neviſon d 
pretence why he fought protection in 
Roterdam ; pretsnding he was driven from his 
poſſeſſions. In pity therefore he was entertained 
by a merchant, whoſe family, beſides attendants 
conſiſted of his lady and two fair natural daugh- 
ters. Soon #fter Neviſon courtcd the eldeſt, 
but the merchants wife opened her amorous. 
mind to our young but now perplexed adventu- 
rer, to obtain his loving embraces, Who knew 
not well how to ſatisfy the deſires of both young 
and old. His marriage with the former was ſus- 
pended till they heard from England whether 
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he was the kn ght he pretended to be; whi'ft 


his more bslieving wife, upon the ſharpers pre- 
tence of just hearing that Qiiver, hadiſelxed his 
estate, and the ſum he had brought was almost 
texhausted, gave him sl. with a Prone! cf 


ware when of had privately fuln; ited; ner vile in- 


tentions. He tock the money, but abhorred 
" bendexity: ; andektiowing the young: lady's de- 
Hres to be more honourab!c „ he prevailed with 
het to take her rchestand jew. ele, move with 
bim in the night to another prbvince, and there 


promiſed to marry her, which was accordingly 
performed to the \ Se hant's {urhiize, and vex- 


ation of his juſtly appointed poor lady. But 
during theſe tranſactons, the brewer's clerk 
who Hs 4 fled from Londbn, and was upon the 
ſeareh after Neviſon) happened « to eſpy him, and 
privately made complaint: Thote wiſe ma- 
giſtrates not taking g cognizauce e done 


in other kingdoms, he took a different courſc, 
whiltt Neviton knew not of his doings, by af- 
trighting bim wich punithment, if he gave not 
ſudden ſatisfaction. Upon this theſpark depo- 


fited 201. took a releaſc cf 200l. as maney lent 
ſnot ſtolen, forſooth) at London, for which he 
gave him a bili on his wite*s brother at Amſter- 


dam where no ſuch perſon was in deing. Thus 
the poor clerk was again impoſed on, e xcept in 


getting 20l. For while he was joyfully trotting 


forward, the merchant, who had heard where 


the new married couple were, had Neviſon ſe- 


cured, their effects ſczed, and ſent home his N 
daughter | 


5 47 7. FM 183 
3 who ſoon after died with grief. 1 
this ſad condition Neviſon and .atiother En 
liſhman, to eſcape juſtice, broke ſrom goal; and. 
by a ſurprizing eſcape, got upon the tops of 
houſes, 1s down the chimney, and out of doors. 
thro” the fright of the inhabitants. After which 
rhey trivelicd into Flanders, aad lifted menge 
Engliſh volunteers in the Spaniſh ſervice, Here 


Ne viſon bebgved valiastly till e was dicharged 
and arrived in England juſt when the Protector 


Was ep arted out of the world. 
C 1 4 4 


: How Neviſon equipp 4 bimſelf for a Jobber. 


and of his bold tranſaction. 


GOME ſparks of grace now femed to en 
lighten his mind, with a reſolution to 
1 to his father, and Hecome a new 


1 creature but the enemy of heppineſs pre- 


* ſome means he precured a horſe, piſtols, 


&c. to 1 upon the read, which he did a- 


vailed againſt that odious diſpoſitign. 6 


one, and often to his latisfaction. | 

One time he met two countrymen, Who 
told him the ways with thieves, that had 
juſt taken from them 40l. He aſked them 


what they would give to him who ſhould 


procure the money again? They telling 
him innocently, they would rather loſe 


their ſtoek than y ſhouls ve hurt for it, 


ET) 

eſpecially he, who ſo generouſly intimated 
him ſelf the adventrous perſon, it ſo in- 
ſpired his gallant heart, that he gave them 
directions to follow him. That when he 
had attacked the rogues, they ſhould 
deſcend the hill, and, come to his aſſiſt- 
ance. Upon this he rode to the highway- 
men; and ſpoke to one of them, ſaying, 
that as he had borrowed 40l. of his friend, 
who had ordered him to receive it, ſo if he 
1 refuſed to refund, he'd certainly engage 
3 them ſword and piſtol. While this diſpute 
bit laſted, the countrymen appeared as direct- 
1 0 ed, the two, other highwayman rode off, 
{|| though the thief looked at them, requir- | 

H ing aſſiſtance. Upon which he yielded, 
Ii and was obliged to deliver the money he 
"| had, the others having rode away with the 
M reſt. Neviſon delivered him to the cuſto- 
| dy of the countrymen, and mounted the 
- highwaymaa's horſe after the others, re- 
quiring ranſom for their partners life. On 
whieh one of them fired, but misfing Ne- 
viſon diſabled him by a piſtol ſhot,and the 
Wy other called for mercy. He then took 
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. from them 1001, rode back, and gave the 
ANSE countrymen their money again; who' when 
= he captive thief was ſet at liberty, invited 
; . 5 35 FA Their | 
. „ | 

is | 
q 14 \ 

F | 

1 


(9 ) 
their champion to an inn, where, Neviſon 
after a good ſupper, beginning a diſcourſe 
ef himſelf, who went by the name of John- 
ſon, received a pleaſant account from the 
landlord what a generous fpurk he had 
been, in robbing an old ſequeſtrator of 
what he had only wronged many of, by 
taking him from amongſt ladies in a ſt:ge 
| coach, carrying him on the poſtilion's 
horſe into a wood, and making him give 
a bill of Hol. which was par bef re tne 
- raiſer could prevent by writing to Lon- 
don: Not only ſo, but obliged him te 
confeſs his numerous fins, eſpecially what 
related to the injured widows and orphans 
This true ſtory made Neviſon uſher in a- 
nother of himſelf tho” under the ſaid name 
of Johnſon: how an enfnaring woman once 
exceeded him in cunning, whom he had 
1 overtaken going to Stevenage, to which 
place he hoped ſhe'd be pleaſed to accepr 
of him as her guardian, and ſolicited that 
ſhe would go with him to his inn. That 
there he owned her as his wife, had a coſt- 
ly ſupper provided, prevailed for a nights 
lodging, ſince they had amuſed the hoſt 
and landlady in being married; that he 
[en lie very innocently in bed without 
1 . Hurting 


| 4 
urging her precious virginity, and 5 ſorth 
In ſhort, Johnſon got drunk, the jilt and 
landlady ſtill ply'd him with more wine, 
he enjoyed his delicious mes, and it 
was early in the morning befors he fell a, 
ſleep. The lady taking this oportunity, {| 
ſtole from his fide, g goes down ſtairs, call'd 
for her pretended huſband's portmanteau 
to takg out ſome clean linen, rubs it of a 
bout 2501. in gold, gets her fide ſaddle 
put upon his horſe, pretending to viſit a 
lady four miles off, before he was tiring, } 

and ſo departing, was no more heard. of 
there, Johnſon awaking about eleven 
o'clock, and diſcourſing with the landlady 
„concluded he was bitten; but took no no- 
tice, had her galloway ſaddled, pretend- 
ing to come again, in which he Was pre- 
vented, becaule the had not left him ſuffi- 
cient money to pay their expenses. | 

Thus ended the ſtory with laughter,the 

night called them to repoſe; and in the 
morning they cautiouſly parted. 

JI i F c . A 8 | V. — 
l Of his Return to his Father. 

1 ; R. Neviſon, in hia preſent diſcourſe 
g | it av his late inn, thought fit to con- | 
N ceal a trick he had ſerved à trooper, j uſt 
i} aſter 


% 


. 


after his lady Bl bilk'd him; 67 while in 
vexation he was riding ker palfrey, the 
warrior overtook him, when falling” into 
diſcourſe about the goodneſs of hoſes, the 
ſoldier laughed at Neviſon for the mean- 
neſs af his; ; who, mettled ſaid, he. would 
travel with him on it for 10el. a day; or 
if, he pleaſed would leap over an high 
gate. The latter was agreed to; on leſſen- 
ing ne wager to ve guineas. The treep- 
er tried, but the horſe would not attempt 
it; this made Neviſon tell him, that if he 
would diſſolve the wager, he would force 
his horſe to perform it, or would double 
the ſame. The trooper diſmounting, up 
gets Neviſon; when clapping a ſeaſonable 
ſpur, he immediately whipt over, and 
rode quite away uponthe old trade of rob- _ 
bing, leaving the poor trooper to beſtride 
} the lady? s palkrey. 
\ About the year 1661, having robbed a 
rich erazier of cool, reſolved to ſee his na- 
tive place, and be reconciled to his pa- 
I tents. Imagining himſelf to be out of re- 
Imembrance, he rode to Pontefract, enqui- 
red at an ion about their health, and dent 
for his father. The old gentlemen did 
{not know him, but upon Neviſon's 
g aſking 


Tn) 


aſking ſeveral queſtions, told kim, he once 
| Had a graceleſs ſon, whom he ſuppoſed to 
have been dead long ſince. Upon this 


Neviſon telling him be had ſeen the young 


man in a foreign country, and had heard 
of ieveral of his childiſh pranks from his 
own mouth, he convinced the old man 


that he was living, but would not ſay any 
more till he had obtained his full pardon, 


which the render parent granting, Neviſon 
fell ai his feet and diſcovered: himſelf, 


This was ſufficient joy, all the neighbours 
were invited; the ſchoolmaſter (Who had 


received {atisfaftion from his father. for 
his 1 came -monſt the reſt: Neviſon 


told nis father by good fortune he had fa- 
ved goul and ſoon after, by making 
fric:1/'s he got into an exciſeman's place. 

Wilſt heladged at his father's, a mal- 


ſter happening one day to be there at din- 
ner, was telling how Johnſon once ſet up- | 


on him, but through force of an oaken 
cudgel, he brought the hero on his knees, 
not wit iſtanding his ſword and piſtol This 
taunting falſe ſtory nettled young Neviſon 


exceedingly, yet he mildly ſeemed to 
blame the malſter for not tak ing him pri- 
ſoner; who returned this ſcornful anſwer, * 


hat j 
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take him for a thief catcher ; No ſaid Ne- 
viſon, I beg your pardon, but I alſo expe- 
rienced his courage, who after ſome con- 


my ſtout refiſtance, he had me to an inn, 
treated me, profeſſed future kindneſs, told 
me how to direct a letter to him, and gave 
me an account of all his actions on the 


quoth the malſt»r, do you think he would 
| diſcover what tended to his diſhonour? I 


have ſaid , to your face. Neviſoa told 


forfeit twice the ſurn if he die not meet 
him, for he'd write on-purpole. In ſhort 
the wager was laid, and the place fixed 
between Pontefratt and Ferrybridge. At 
the time appointed, Neviſon diſguiſed 
himſelf like a gentleman, waited and ſaw 


him the choice of weapons, but the boa» 


returned home, and was ſufficiently laugh- 
td by his neighbours, 


CHA 


| that it was below him, ſure he did not 


teſt diſarmed me; yet being pleaſed with 
toad, except this you have mentioned. O, 
g 


wiſh I could fee him, tho' it colt me 10l. 
that I might make him confeſs what I 


him, if he'd make it gol. he'd engage to 


the malſter, who little expected it. He gave 


ſter's heart failing, he confeſſed his error, 


(nu) 
* A A p. VI. 
Ol Nevifon' 8 re- infeſting the Road: 


little time after this, death ſummon'd ! 


his father to andther world, when 
for want of paternal admonitien, Neviſon 


returning to his old courſes, grew noted, by 


obliging the carriers to become tributa- 


ry for their ſafety, robbed rich perſons, and 
gcnerouſlly gave to the poor. 


One day, dining with a Yorkſhire gen- 
tleman, who, after telling him that he had 


- 1oodl to pay at Londob- aſked him at 


way he thought beſt to ſend it? Neviſon 
adviſed him by his truſty valiant ſcrvants, 
about ten in number. They were accord- 
ingly armed with ſ#ords and piſtols. Nevi - 
ſon then dilguifed himſelf, andwith another 


who attended him, follow' d theſe men toan 


inn; bribed the oftler next morning to 
pat the horſe on the breech WHICN carried 
the money, and attack d them at the firſt 
private place; where the cowardly feilows 


ſuffered Neviſog ani his man to move ofF 
with the booty, which they carried directly 


to London, and paid it according to the 

written directions. The ferr4nts to hide 
their ſhame, ſhot a horſe or two, made 
bullets fly taro' their coats end hats, gave 


there ve : 
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F 9 night Funds, aue return- 
ing to their maſter, related a formal flory | 


J after a very doleful manner. The inno- 
cent gentleman gave credit to their report, 
and was in the greateſt diſtreſs; till one 


day Mr. Neviſon, after his return, came 
to him, atked what news from London? 


to whom̃ he mourofully told his condition 


Neviſon not ſeeming to believe what the 


ſervants reported, deſired they might be 
| called. Up came the butler among the 
reft with his wound, affirming the fad 
blows they got by their refiftance, At 


which Neviſon laughing, decliting, that. 
it was he who robbed the lying wre:ches, 


& as a proof produced the acquittances, 
and told all the circumſtances of the ac- 
tion. No words can expreſs the joy of the 
gentleman, and the wretches were obliged 


to aſk pardon, pay for the horſes they kill'd 


and loſe their places in diſgrace. 
But Mr. Neviſon having afterwards 


made bold with the purics of three emi- 


nent perſons, they had him watch'd nar- 
1 rowly, ſecured. whilſt he was afleep, and 


4 committed to Leicciter goal. He was 


kept in irons, till a few friends were pro- 
cured, with a brib d Aurel, to declare 


E . that 
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that he was ill of the peſtilence; when his 9 


bolts being knock'd off, and a new lodg- | 5 
ing prepared with a nurſe to attend him; * 
{ turther report was made, that not only his q 
; life was in great danger, but that of every (. 
! perſon who ſhould approach him The * 
Z3Z3oaler's wife would not ſuffer her huſband h 
| to come to him, or the turnkeys toapproch In 
1 the chamber. I his gave his friends an 
| 


opportunity to uſher in a diſguiſed painter Þ 1, 
who peſpater'd his breaſt, hands and face || þ 
with blue ſpots, like one infected: with- f 
in an hour aſter 'twas given out that he 
was dead In ſhort, he was carried off in | 

-2 coffin, from which he aroſe to purſue his 

\ old trade; and then being filled, asthor. gh 
| 


a corpſe lay encloſed, was ſoon covered in 
the grave, on 


2 


5 Upon his new appearance to collect the 
uſual contributions paid him formerly by 

5 coachmen, carriers, &c. a ruineur was 

1 ſpread, that his ghoſt was become as trou 

1 bleſome to the wotld as his living perſon 
had Been but it being prowed that he 
was ſtill alive, the Leiceſter goaler was 


<P" 
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| diſcharged, and 4 conſiderable reward of- 
| | {ered to ſuch who ſhould take him either 

\ | alive or dead. However, none for a time 
| | dared to attack him. | 7 
1 ö 
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At length Mr. Neviſon got into the ae- 
quaintance of Edward Bracey, a notorious 
pighwayman: Soon did they recount their 
ſeperate adventures, and when Neviſon 
related the ſtory of being cheated at 
the ian by a moſt arful lady, Bracey 
ſmiling ſaid, he knew her very well, ha- 
ving ſerved him for a wife 10 Years aflifted 


him in all his eaterprizes, & had informed 
him of that comical joke. | 
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Hereupon he consucted Neviſon to their 
lodging that nipht,when the lady did not know 
him, till he begun to accuſe her for too great 
ſeverity, in thus ſerving a brother of the road; 
who replied, he ſhould have told her ſo: Tho, 
% added the, if qu had even diſcovered yourſelf, | 
J ſhould been more proud of deceiving the in- 
eure Mr. Neviſon, than any perſon: living. 
n ſuch raillery they proceeded, till the jit who. 
had inveigled à young eentleman of 100i. a year 
told them how the defigned they ſhould trick 
him out cf it; firſt to get him drunk; next to 
pei ſuade him to a robbery ; that their man Dick 
ſhould be dreſſed like a gentleman, with 300). 
in his pocket whom the cully was to bid ttand, 
and being taken, oblidged to part with his eſt- 
ate to fave his neck. Her advice was taken, 
the ſpark attacked the ſuppoſed gentleman, and 


was oblidged to piy 20001. for ſear of imagi- 
Fry proſecution, 
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after being at an inn along with new com 


were juſt aſcending the ſtairs, whom 
' eſpy'd. Tae tapfer juſt coming up, I 
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_ ever, tho' they got ſo much wealth. 


did not alter their colirſe of life. . q 


wife was overtaken by death, near Sher- 


wood for it. Hhither eame Bracey to at- 


tend her funeral. r tho, an old woman fore- 


told, he ſhould &ie there in a werk. Ac- 
cording ply; Sing feeding his mare with 
mutton, ſome cuutry men ſhot him dead. 
i | 

Of what things happened afcerwards tol, 
Neviſen: with hs spprehealion, som 
mitment te York e laſt d ying 


words. "fr 
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EVISON was BOY PA he at * 
cataſtrophe of his friend. A little am 


panions, ke was perceived by ſome perſon! 
whom he robbed. Abet 14 armed mc: 


takes from the tcllow his apron ; throw 
off his coar, hat, &c. gets a foul pipe, witli 


an empty pot, crying coming Sir! Thu 
array'd he makes to the ftable, mounts hi 


horſe, and rides away. He ſhifted h.s ha 


bitation to a houſe wh#e he was known 


and coming into Vorkſhire, met a Knight' 
ſervant belonging to that couury, whotak 
ing him for an honeſt gentleman, reel 
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told him, '<Thit he was entruſted” with 
200]. aw he had orders te-avoid that 
rog ue Nevin at much as poſſible.' This 
ſer Mexilon a {axUling, who accompanied 
him to the knight's lodgings, openly de- 
claring to the fellow, that ne was the ſame 
evil n, and Hould be glad to drink a 
Doctic with his mailer atihe mn. The men 
did ſo: the gencileininn came atcordingly, 


and proit.ifed, that if ever it lay in his pow- 


er to ſerve kim, be would not fal therein, 
but. exert himſclf to fave him, 
And indeed nos his fate began to appear, 


be was faun aſter: zpprehended, tried, and 


received ſentence of death, but thro' the 


ſa d Knight's iarrerceſſion, a reprieve was 
obtain'd with an order for tranfportation. 
Before the ſhip was fit to fail, he got off 
his irons, mounted the walls and made a 
ſurprizing eſcape ; when proſecuting his 
old trade, a reward was ſet upoa his head. 


Several in vain laid wait ſor him: But two 


brothers of the name of Fletcher, were the 
molt aſſidusus. One of whom overtaking 
him, Neviſon made him ſenſible, that he 
3 a ſulpicien he came to ſecure him. 
Bot the man being terrified, anſwered, 


he had no ſuch deſign.“ Ts well if it be 
ſo 


# * \ 
K by 
- , 2M 
R of | \ 5 
. * * * 
N AS * 


1 ; 


fo, ſaid Neviſan: But ! miſtruſt you ſo far, 
that I either require your life immediately 
or that of your horſe, which might enable 


in 
you to purſue after mine. Fl-tcacr con- Bee 
ſenting to the latter, Neviſon ſhot the poor 9 


creature dead on the ſpot and rode away. Ih 
Some time afte the other Hrether ven. 


it 

ow | tured to attack the courageous Neviſon, In 

| | Who ſcorning to ſubmit to his oppoſer, ſent I t 

52% a brace of bullets thro” his head, t 
; On Friday the 1{t of March, 1684, Capt. 


a 
; Hardcaſtle, a tow gentieman, riding ro] 
| Wakefield, happet d to call ar Throp, and 1 
as he was drinking a glaſs with his frends, fl 
| a countryman coming by, declared, that 
| at a public houſe in the village he had 
| Juſt ſeen Neviſon. The Captain ſending 
| privately for conſtables with an aſſiſtant 
| armed with piſtols, they ſuddenly ſeized 
upon him, and, after ſome reſiſtagee, made 
him ſubmit. Jo them and the Juſtice he 
{aid his name was Johnſon dut not being! 
regarded, he was led towards York Caſtle. 
Belore he arrived-at Swillington he con- 
feſſed who he really was, and at an ale- 
| houſe there he depoſited 5s in the hands 
| of a gentleman his give to wife, defiring | 
\ | that ſhe might ſend him clean linen, with 
1 | other decent neceſſaries. - q 
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Ar the aſſizes the country people came 
in numbers to ſee this extraordinary perſon 
to the great plague as well as profit of the 
goalor. Being brought beſore the judge, 
here was little occaſion to promote a freſh 
indictment, but rather to confirm the for- 
mer ſentence, ſince he had not ſubmited 
to his former tranſportation, He pleaded, 
that he was te ſerve the King in Tangier, 
as an enſign to one of the foot companies, 
had not ſickneſs prevented. But this ex- 
cuſe being thought inſufficient, he was 
ordered for execution, tho' he very muck. 
inſiſted on a reprieve till next aſſizes, and 
vas favored by the ſolicitation of ſeveral 
great perſons. * 

It was on the 15th of March, chat bein 
decently habited, he was led to Tyburn 
near Vork; where, after neceſſary prayers, 
| with the ſinging of a penitential pſalm, he 
mounted the ladder, and had the inſtru- 
ment of death fix'd cloſe round his neck, 
in this miſerable condition, which drew 
tears from the eyes of ſome tender hearted 

I ſpectators, he appeared with a ſerene 
F countenance, and uttered the following 


* 


GOOD 


* 


| Goop'PeoPLE, _ 
1 Now freely confeſs te you all, thar for 

my fins and enermities, the judgment 
of God, the law of the kingdom, and the 
equity of my [eNtence, have brought me 
pere to ſuffer condign puniſhment,” fer- 
give all. the world, as 1 hope thoſę whom 
I have injured will forgive me. Alas! not 


all che wealth I took from them ever af- 
forded me the leaſt true content of mind, 


As King David favs, There is no peace 
with the wicked; ſo à robber is continu- 
ally reſtleſs, whether riding, walking, ear- 
ing, wiking or fleeping. , Frightiu] dreams 
diſturb him, daily crimes fil up the mea- 
ſure of his iniquities, tili at lenght he finds 
himſcif involved in deipeir, But, the 
greateſt crime that troubles me, which 
upon my panting heart ſcems to lie like a 

onderous mountain Gf lead is the fatal 
death of Mr. Fletcher, 8 1 never 
murdered any perfos. before ; and I now 
wiſh he had rather taken my life, than L. 
his, tho it was even in my own defence: 
I hope that my ignominious dea-h will 


ſtrike terror into wicked perſons, as well 


thoſe who hear my fate, as thoſe who ſce 
me die. Diſobedience to parents, con- 
tempt 
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empt of ſuperiors, and neglea of the 
ord's day, led me inſenfibly into fad. 
emptations. My gallantiy in giving to | 


he” *poot 1. know has been applauded; but 
Yet can nb ways Excute my taking from 


he rich; who, tho' they enjoy great ſtore 


df wealth; haye. equal care to balance 


heir felicity. I am willing to leave this 
ranſitory ſtage; I depart praying ſor 


on all, deſiring your prayers, as-you be. 


old me expiring, that my departing ſoul 
nay be waſhed in the pureſt ſtreams pro- 


eding from the «ternal foundation of 


ercy. Come, Lord Jefus! receive my 


prrewful ſpirit. In thee | truſt ; let me 


ot, in my laſt moments, be confounded, 
Mr. Neviſon, having thus almoſt finiſh- 


. 


d his devotions, pulled the cap over his 


ace; and vfing ſeveral fervent ejaculati- 
ys, in à final ſpace afterward® gave the 


xecutioner a ſigh to perform his office; 
M110, accordinely turned him off the lad- 


ler, when a ſew minutes wafted his fleet- 
ng ſoul to the boundleſs ocean of eternity. 

After his body had hung the time ap- 
ointed it was cut down, put into a coffia, 


nd decently interred in a church yard be- 


onging to the elty; being attended to the 
grave 


., 
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grave by many people, who Sauld have 
wiſhed a man of ſuch parts as he was, had 
applied them to a better purpoſe. _. 

This was the end of the remarkabie Mr. 


Neviſon, who was a perſon ef quick under- 
| ſtanding, tall in ſtature, every way propor- 


tionable, exceeding valiant,having alſo the 
air and Carriage of a gentleman. But what 
aretheſeaccompliſhments if grace be want- 
ing? May all perſons who read this book, 


learn to abhor his enormities;ſtrive to ob- 


tain the bleſſings of Almighty God; wrong 
nobody, but rather labour for thetnſelves, 
and to ſatisfy the neceſſities of others; 


that ſo at the laſt day, both their ſouls and 
bodies may appear unblemiſhed before the 


great judge of heaven and earth, who will 
reward them for paſt troubles, and wipe 


away all tears from their eyes. To which 


be afcribed all honour and glory, both now 
and ever. Amen. 


THE END. 


